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Decision 28-3

The Steering Committee decides to:

a) Establish a task force to oversee the cycle work in the future and to make sure that 
recommendations feed into the next IP. 

b) This work is not necessarily limited to energy, water and carbon but may also extend to 
other cross-domain efforts such as for instance sea ice for which ECVs from different 
domain are needed. 

c) The Steering Committee also decides that, where possible, requirements should be 
aligned with existing ECVs. The Steering Committee also notes that differing requirements for 
different uses may be needed for a specific cycle. 



GCOS and the Earth’s water, energy and carbon cycle

GCOS monitors ECVs of relevance
to Earth System cycles 

Since 2010 we determine how 
well we can close the cycles of

Water
Energy
Carbon

Aim is to asses gaps, white spots 
and potential new ECVs

3 papers on each of the cycles



Three cycles, three GCOS papers



What happened…

• The cycles task force met once (complicated meeting)
• We discussed with WCRP to establish a joint task force
• There was no substantial response from WCRP on several 
requests

• The Energy Budget group has established continuity as a GCOS 
sponsored activity

• Question to the SC: how to proceed with the other cycles and the 
integration, how to handle the links with WCRP? 
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