
• The 4th Implementation Plan  (IP4) needs to be published in October 2022 to be provided to the 
2022 UNFCCC COP. 

• The 4th Status report (SR4) should be published before the GCOS Climate Observation Conference in 
October 2021 and provided to the 2021 UNFCCC COP. 

• These deadlines imply that the review of updated requirements needs to be in Jan-Feb 2020. This 
also allows time for any issues arising to be addressed before IP4 is drafted. 

• The Steering Committee (SC) in 2021 will be immediately after the co-located GCOS Climate 
Observation Conference  

Timeline 

Jan 2019 Jan 2020 Jan 2021 Jan 2022 
Jan 2023 

OCTOBER: SC Meeting:  4th 
Implementation Plan 

published following approval 
by Sponsors and SC 

OCTOBER: SC 
Meeting, provides 

guidance 

OCTOBER: Climate 
Observation Conference (TBC) 

Panels draft SR4 

Panels draft IP4 

MARCH: Panel Meetings 
Revise Requirements based 

on public review 

Public 
review Panels revise requirements 

MARCH: Panel 
Meetings 

Agree revised IP 

MARCH: Panel Meetings 
Agree revised SR and start 

drafting revised IP 

Public 
review 

SEPTEMBER: 4th Status 
Report published following 

approval by Sponsors and SC 

Panels consider issues arising: 
workshops on specific issues etc as 

needed. 

Panels 
finalise 

IP4 

Public 
review 

Panels 
finalise 

SR4 

Panels on-going monitoring of observations of ECV 
and IP actions 

OCTOBER: Reviews progress OCTOBER: 
Considers 

Conference 
outcomes 

Panels on-going monitoring of observations of ECV 
and IP actions 
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